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Intergenerational Variation in the Perceptions

of Korean Monster Dokkaeb:

BAK, Mikyung

The Korean word dokkaebi has a very broad meaning that can refer to ghost and monster in
general. Dokkaebi can be equated with the kinds of supernatural and mythological entities such as
goblin, imp, troll, dwarf and immortal gods. Folktales featuring dokkaebi exist throughout the Korean
peninsula, and they have become icons of the Korean people and culture; in other words, they are
very familiar characters to Koreans. This article examines how Korean people of different age
groups typically perceive the visual appearance and personality of dokkaebi and how such
perceptions have been shaped.

In September 2018, the author conducted surveys to 240 South Korean individuals from 5 age
groups: ranging from under 13, 14-29, 30-49, 50-69, and over 70. The outcome of the surveys reveals
significant intergenerational differences in the perception of the visual appearance and personality
of dokkaebi. The outcomes of this research seem to support the hypothesis that under 49 group’s
perceptions were shaped by dokkaebi representations in print media or film content to which they
were exposed in their childhood. It is also indicated that over 50 group’s perceptions of dokkaebi were
shaped by their own experience they had in their youth.

Keywords: Dokkaebi, Ghost, Monster, Image, Representation





