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Smart Start covers Head Start
— North Carolina ECEC Initiative —

SHINTANI, Ryutaro

This paper describes the framework of Smart Start which is becoming a national model in U.S. as
early childhood education and care initiative, covers the problem of a traditional initiative Head Start.
Using literature review, this paper points out four features of Smart Start, regional control, family
support, parental participation, and quality evaluation.

There has been a great discussion about the closing achievement gap, and OECD focus ECEC to

solve this problem. Head Start has been a famous early childhood initiative United States. However,
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since the 1980s, the childcare supply shorts because of the increasing the rate of women’s acquiring
job. In other words, Head Start targets the poverty family, but wider range of childcare policies were
needed.

The different from Head Start, Smart Start supports many North Carolina's childcare providers
who are vital to working families and the need for increased subsidy rates to support. It is a fund for
ECEC collaborating at each community and run by a non-profit organization with a variety of actors.
Each Smart Start partnership is a platform of childcare providers network, supply comprehensive
support service such as matching parent and providers, evaluating the quality of childcare, training
for stuff, provider support for improving childcare services, home visit, program for parents,
screening for special education, dental care, and more.

It can be seen Smart Start covers the problem of Head Start, but the further study of funding and
program would be of value to the field of Japanese ECEC study.

Keywords: Head Start, Smart Start, North Carolina, ECEC





