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Social Studies Teaching about the Establishment of
Ancient Civilization

— Based on Lesson Observation at a K-8 Charter School —

SHINTANI, Ryutaro

In a revised Japanese course of study, learning activities based on various viewpoints of social
studies are required. Studying a case of an American charter school which works with lesson plans
based on Dewey’s idea of inquiry learning seems to be useful for designing social studies lesson plans
in Japanese elementary schools.

At this school, children were engaged in various experiential learning. The 6th grade’s “Exploration
Time” is designed based on the idea of Dewey’s history learning about the establishment of ancient
civilization. Focusing on their “lives” in the past, students are encouraged to discuss where they
would live if they were humans in the past. In the post-activity discussions, the teacher tries to relate
their conversations to what they learned in social studies. This paper suggests that in order to design
social studies lessons that create dialogue and inquiries, teachers need to draw a curriculum map and
navigate students where to go.

Keywords: John Dewey, Social studies, Ancient civilization





