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Children’s Play using ICT Equipment in
Early Childhood Education
— System Development of Familiar Natural Animals and Plants Picture

Book and Practice of Play using Tablet —

IWABUCH]I, Yoshimi

The purposes of this study is to develop a system that makes it possible to obtain information on
natural plants and animals using ICT equipment, and to understand whether it will result in play-
based learning for children that can lead to direct experiences with the natural environment.

In this study, development of the “Satoyama-tanken” system utilized ICT equipment in order to
gather information on familiar natural animals and plants, and tablets were used to play “Satoyama-

tanken” with a group of 5-year-old kindergarten children.

As a result, based on the number of accesses by category, “Living things (Waterside)” had the
highest number of 42PV, followed by “Insect 17 28PV.

In tablet play, it was observed that young children were most interested in photographs of animals
and plants displayed on the tablet. In addition, children were able to confirm what the photographs
were by scanning QR codes. The children were able to enjoy conversations about the plants that
grew in gardens by viewing the pictures displayed. This suggests that the use of ICT equipment with
children is one form of play-based learning that leads directly to interest in the natural environment.

Keywords: Children, ICT, Tablet, a database of familiar natural animals and plants, kindergarten





