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A Study of Pine Worship in the Japanese Ritual

WANG, Lan - WEI, Longhua

From a long time ago, pine made a big impact on the lives and culture of the Japanese people.
Besides literature, philosophy, the design of the garden, art, not only food and drinking habits, but also
how people lived, left a brand of pine culture. Worshiping pines is roughly divided into three types.
That is, worship for the whole pine, pine needles, torches. Looking at the cause, it can be said that the
pine nature is vigorous, the character that resists the wind and snow fits the Japanese view of nature,
and various mythological legends also deified the pine more. The influence from China seems to be
one of the causes which cannot be ignored. It mainly includes Chinese traditional cultural importation
and similarities between Chinese and Japanese customs. This paper discusses that pine plays a big

role in Japanese life and culture from the aspect of Japanese ritual, and also examines the cause.





