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Analysis of Clinical Practitioners’ Interpretations of No-Pass
Responses in the Plan of Search Problem

SHIMIZU, Satomi - KATO, Takashi

In 2 studies the present research examined clinical practitioners’ judgements on responses in the
‘Plan of Search’ problem included in the Kyoto Scale of Psychological Development (K-Scale).

In Study 1, the questionnaire presented 3 types of responses along with the respondent’s assumed
age group. Participants were 27 clinical psychologists & school teachers. It was clear that all of them
considered respondents age in interpreting a failure response. Also, in the case of the failure response
assumedly produced by the older age group, they suspected that the respondent had some
intellectual problem or inadequate understanding of the ‘Plan of Search’ problem.

In Study 2, the questionnaire for clinical practitioners consisted of three responses of ‘Plan of
Search’ which varied in strategies. The purpose of this study was to clarify practitioners’ standards
for reasonableness, planning, thoroughness & consistency of the Plan of Search’ responses.
Participants were 17 school teachers who had used K-scale in their work. The results were that their
rating of thoroughness was related to the amount of blank space in the answer area. Also, their rating

of consistency was related to the symmetricity drawing.



