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It was about this time [ summer, 1862), . . .
that he [ Lewis Carroll) asked my father’s opinion
upon a story he had written and named Alice’s
Adventures Underground, illustrated with pen-
and-ink sketches by himself and minutely penned
in printing characters. My father suggested that
an experiment should be made upon his young
family. Accordingly my mother read the story
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to us. When she came to the end I, being
aged six, exclaimed that there ought to be sixty
thousand volumes of it. Certainly it was our
enthusiasm that persuaded our Uncle Dodgson,
as we call him, to present the English-speaking
world with one of its future classics, Alice in
Wonderland . . . . "
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The magical, the fairy story ... may be a
vehicle of Mystery. This is what George
MacDonald attempted, achieving stories of power

and beauty. 3
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Most myths were made in prehistoric times,
and, I suppose, not consciously made by indi- -
viduals at all. But every now and then there
occurs in the modern world a genius—a Kafka
or a Novalis—who can make such a story.
MacDonald is the greatest genius of this kind

9 ... I have never concealed
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whom I know.
the fact that I regarded him as my master., . ..
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