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An Investigation of a Class Design
to Promote Autonomous Reflection
in the Peer-reading Lessons through Explicit
Peer Activity and Peer Reflection

YU, Jia

Reflection is said to be one of the most important steps in the peer-reading process, though L2
learners of Japanese do not always find it easy to practice it. This paper reports on an investigation to
see whether classroom activities involving explicit peer reading and peer reflection promote learners’
autonomous reflection. In the first half of the class, I divided the peer activity into two parts (the
grammar part and content part) in which the learners can have an in-depth discussion with their
peers. In the latter half of the class, I instructed the learners to do the peer reflection on the basis of
the presentations they made and the questions and answers that followed. Through the class
observations I made, I found that the L2 learners of Japanese not only actively participated in the
peer-reading activity but also made more effort to understand the texts. Moreover, they became
more conscious of the significance of reflection and began to reflect more after reading by themselves.
To conclude, the explicit peer activity and the peer-reflection seem to have positive effects on the
deeper understanding of the reading materials and they also seem to encourage the learners to

become more conscious of reflection itself.



