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An Attempt at Creating Children’s Literature :
A Case of Tomiko Inui

KAWAKITA, Noriko

Tomiko Inui, a writer of children’s literature, is regarded as a pioneer of Japanese children’s
literature for her Nagai Nagai Pengin No Hanashi which is one of her representative works. After
acquiring the nursery teacher qualification from Childcare Department at Heian Jogakuin (St. Agnes))
College, she worked at a nursery school, a kindergarten, and Iwanami Shoten as an editor of
children’s books. Everything that she had experienced, including the experience of running a child
library until her later years is made use of in her works. The purpose of this paper is to clarify what
formed Tomiko Inui as a writer, and what supported her creation, by examining how her experience
of snuggling up to children as a child-care specialist helped her with the works of literature for little
children.



