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Merits and Limitations of Jumokusou (natural forest burial)

Masako FUKAE

The family burial system in Japan is going through changes. Jumokusou, (natural forest burial) where
succeeding family members do not have to take care of family graves, has recently emerged, and
Sakurasou (burial under a cherry tree) is becoming popular as one type of Jumokusou.

However, after I visited several Jumokusou sites throughout Japan, my evaluation of them revealed the
limitations of Jumokusou. Jumokusou could bring back to life mountains made from the dumping of
industrial waste and it could help guard against environmental deterioration. But Jumokusou is only
possible in the areas where land prices are low. In big cities, the land price would prevent Jumokusou
except Sakurasou. But even that one requires people to dig considerably deep into the ground to avoid
bones being dug up by stray dogs. The most difficult issue here is that there is no way to prevent next
generations from having to pour vast resources into taking care of the departed family members’ grave
sites. Therefore, we should not expect Jumokusou to be anything but a ritual in which one’s own bones

work as nutrients that help raise trees.
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